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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1. On April 22 2009 the executive member for health and adult care considered a
report on the allocation of funding to Southwark Circle. The report, including the
executive member’s decision sheet, is attached.

REASONS FOR CALL-IN

2. On April 30 2009 the Chair of Overview & Scrutiny Committee - Councillor Fiona
Colley - and four members of the committee (Councillors Toby Eckersley, John
Friary, Barrie Hargrove and Veronica Ward) requested a call-in of the decisions
on the following grounds:

“Members have a number of concerns which lead us to believe that the decision
to allocate £1m of grant funding to Southwark Circle is not proportionate (a).

- alack of clarity of the how the organisation is to be run

- how the interface with mainstream social care and existing voluntary and
community sector groups will work

- the lack of evidence of outputs from the pilot

- a lack of evidence that this organisation is more qualified than others to
deliver the desired outcomes

Members also note that there is no evidence of due consultation (b) with
interested parties such as older people's groups or existing voluntary &
community sector groups.

Members also have concerns that there is insufficient (e) clarity of aims and
desired outcomes as the only outcomes which actually have targets are
membership and network growth and the terms and conditions of the grant are
not specified.

Members also question whether the decision is in accordance with the budget (g)
as




- this is a significant departure from normal budgetary procedures

- there is no evidence of how the “savings” for the £1m “invest to save” will be

delivered

- there is a lack of clarity on whether proper procedures for use of the financial
reserve were followed.

Members therefore believe that the decision may well be outside the budget
framework and will wish to receive a report and question the Director of Finance

further on these issues."
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